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8.1	  
Introduction

The Terms of Reference for the Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) released by the Coordinator General in May 
2012 in relation to sustainability requested an assessment to 
take place against the objectives of the National Strategy for 
Ecologically Sustainable Development. This chapter reviews 
those objectives and their applicability to the Sunshine Coast 
Airport (SCA) Expansion Project (the Project). 

In addition and for context, a short summary is provided in 
relation to the relevant drivers for sustainability on the Project 
from the Queensland State Government and Sunshine Coast 
Council (SCC).

8.2	  
Sustainability and Queensland

In 1994, the Environmental Protection Act (EP Act) was 
introduced to protect Queensland’s environment while 
allowing for development that improves the total quality of 
life, now and in the future, in a way that maintains ecological 
processes on which life depends. The EP Act is underpinned 
by the concept of ESD and aims to address specific aspects 
of the environment including air, noise, water and waste 
that are covered in separate environmental protection 
policies1. The Queensland Government has also included 
the concept of ESD in other introduced legislation such as 
the Nature Conservation Act 1992 and the Coastal Protection 
and Management Act 1995. The legislation above is relevant 
to the Project as described in Chapter A6 – Planning and 
Legislation and as covered in various chapters in Volume B.

1	� See http://www.epa.qld.gov.au/about_the_epa/legislation/
environmental_protection
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8.3	  
�Sustainability and the  
Sunshine Coast 

SCC’s recently adopted Corporate Plan 2014 – 2019 
provides a blueprint for the region outlining emerging 
priorities and key strategies to help SCC achieve its vision 
of becoming Australia’s most sustainable region – vibrant, 
green, diverse.

The plan acknowledges the challenges of population 
growth and securing its financial future while protecting the 
lifestyle and natural environment prized by the region. The 
plan acknowledges the need to strive for the best possible 
outcomes for the region now and into the future.

To support delivery of its vision, SCC has identified five (5) 
supporting goals to structure its priorities:

yy A new economy

yy A strong community

yy An enviable lifestyle and environment

yy Service excellence

yy A public sector leader. 

SCC’S desire to be a leader in terms of delivery of a 
sustainable region and ethos surrounding sustainability has 
led to many of the approaches taken on the Project and are 
described in Table 8.5a.

8.4	  
�National Strategy for Ecologically 
Sustainable Development

The National Strategy for Ecologically Sustainable 
Development (NSESD) was first drafted in 1990. Several 
reviews followed and in 1992 the Council of Australian 
Governments passed the NSESD. 

The goal of the NSESD is development that improves the 
total quality of life, both now and in the future, in a way that 
maintains the ecological processes on which life depends. 

The core objectives of the NSESD are:

yy To enhance individual and community wellbeing and 
welfare by following a path of economic development 
that safeguards the welfare of future generations

yy To provide for equity within and between generations

yy To protect biological diversity and maintain essential 
ecological processes and life-support systems.

The Guiding Principles of the NSESD are:

yy �Decision making processes should effectively integrate 
both long and short term economic, environmental, 
social and equity considerations

yy �Where there are threats of serious or irreversible 
environmental damage, lack of full scientific certainty 
should not be used as a reason for postponing measures 
to prevent environmental degradation

yy The global dimension of environmental impacts 
of actions and policies should be recognised 
and considered

yy The need to develop a strong, growing and diversified 
economy which can enhance the capacity for 
environmental protection should be recognised

yy �The need to maintain and enhance international 
competitiveness in an environmentally sound manner 
should be recognised

yy Cost effective and flexible policy instruments should 
be adopted, such as improved valuation, pricing and 
incentive mechanisms 

yy Decisions and actions should provide for broad 
community involvement on issues which affect them.

8.4.1	 Approach to considering the NSESD

As identified, the NSESD will be used as the assessment 
framework. The strategy breaks down issues into sectoral 
and inter-sectoral. Falling under these two headings are the 
issues of:

yy Biological Diversity

yy Nature Conversation

yy Native Vegetation

yy Agriculture

yy Fisheries Ecosystem Management

yy Forest Resource use and Management

For each of the above issues there is a minimum of one 
objective the issue seeks to achieve. 

Given that the intent of the setting of these issues was to set 
a national guiding framework for ESD in Australia, it is not 
appropriate to assess this Project against them.

For instance, an issue under ‘Inter-sectoral’ is Environmental 
Protection. The objective is “to establish, across the nation, 
measures for the protection of the environment which are 
consistent with the guiding principles of ESD, including 
measures which adopt a preventative approach to pollution 
and waste generation”. 

Given the scale and focus of this and most of the other 
objectives is national, it is not considered appropriate to 
assess a project such as the new runway against these 
objectives. However for completeness, Table 8.4a lists 
all of the NSESD objectives and identifies whether or not 
they are relevant to the Project and the reasoning behind 
that decision. 

8.4.2	� Applicability of NESED Inter-Sectoral 
Objectives to the Project

Table 8.4a identifies which NSESD objectives are applicable 
to the Project and have been addressed. Where an objective 
has not been addressed, reasoning is provided in the table. 
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8.5		   
ESD in the EPBC Act  

The EIS is being prepared (in part) in under the 
Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act, 1999 (EPBC Act). Part 1, Section 3(A) of 
the EPBC Act outlines that the principles of ecologically 
sustainable development are as follows:

a)	 8.5.1.1	� Decision making processes should effectively 
integrate both long term and short term 
economic, environmental, social and 
equitable considerations

b)	� 8.5.1.2	� If there are threats of serious or irreversible 
environmental damage, lack of full scientific 
certainty should not be used as a reason for 
postponing measures toprevent environmental 
degradation

c)	� 8.5.1.3	� The principle of inter generational equity—that the 
present generation should ensure that the health, 
diversity and productivity of the environment is 
maintained or enhanced for the benefit of future 
generations

d)	 8.5.1.4	� The conservation of biological diversity and 
ecological integrity should be a fundamental 
consideration in decision making

e)	 8.5.1.5	� Improved valuation, pricing and incentive 
mechanisms should be promoted.

Many of the above principles were derived from the core 
objectives/guiding principles from the NSESD and as such 
are perhaps more applicable to be considered 
against in relation to an assessment of sustainability for the 
Project than the inter-sectoral objectives of the NSESD.

Table 8.5a compares the EPBC Act ESD principles and the 
NSESD objectives relevant to the Project and where they 
are coincident, for example, e) in the above list, relating to 
the promotion of improved valuation, pricing and incentive 
mechanisms, cannot directly be applied to the EIS.
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